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Question: What strategies and cultural innovations of the new century did Barack Obama use to captivate and win American voters to become the first African-American President in the United States? What, according to the textbook and videos were some of the accomplishments and some of drawbacks of his presidency?
Obama was a community activists and a professor of before getting into politics. He became the first African American to vie for a nomination in a major political party in the US and gained supporters from the antiwar voters. Obama won the nomination of the Democrats beating his closest rival Hilary Clinton. In 2007 and 2008, the American economy collapsed and this was attributed to the policies made by President Bush. In 2008, John McCain was a candidate for the Republican Party and was the closest competitor of the Democrats candidate (Locke & Wright, 2019). However, John McCain was connected to the policies made during the Bush era and had very tough time to convince voters. In the process, Barrack Obama used those policies to criticize McCain and gained more votes. He eventually won the election with a convincing victory making him the first black American president.
	After his first election, Obama was faced by a deteriorating economy and tried to boost the economy by launching economic stimulus to try a bring the economy back to life. He also tried to pass the healthcare law. He however managed to pass the healthcare law and proved to be a great achievement since many presidents before him had already tried with no success. His plan did not take into consideration the liberal model but followed the conservative model of subsidizing the private care (Locke & Wright, 2019). This bill was later attacked by conservatives since according to its model a considerable number of Americans remained uninsured.
	In an aim of disrupting and defeating Taliban and the al-Qaeda, 17000 extra troops were deployed to Afghanistan by the president. CIA drones and Special Forces were also deployed to target the leaders of those two terrorist groups. After two years since deployment the SEALs took a raid in Pakistan and were successful to kill the al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden. 
	Despite Obama achievement in killing Osama bin Laden, his plans of withdrawing the troops did not go well because al-Qaeda seemed to be still active while Taliban was still influential in some parts of Afghanistan. This meant that troops had to remain in both Afghanistan and Pakistan and in the process more than 3,000 US soldiers die by the end of 2013. This can be considered as one of his drawbacks.
	Since Bush era, the economy continued grow at a lower rate than expected and Obama administration did little to boost it. Most of the economic gains were enjoyed by few wealthy people while ordinary American workers were losing ground. Compared to previous years, in 2014 the average wage per hour was less considering the rate of inflation.
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